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DRAFTED BY ST/F:RKATES : AET 
APPROVED BY ST/F:WLSWING 
S/S-0:TMARTIN 

109128 160303Z/61 

O 160120Z MAY 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL LUBUMBASHI NIACT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIATE 
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0000 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HAWAII IMMEDIATE 0000 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER IMMEDIATE 
CINCLANT NORFOLK VA IMMEDIATE 
CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN GER IMMEDIATE 
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
CINCMAC IL IMMEDIATE 
JCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0000 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRAZZAVILLE PRIORITY 
USINT HAVANA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KIGALI PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA PRIORITY 
USICA WASHDC PRIORITY 
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SECRETSTATE 123864 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, AEMR 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SHABA AS OF 1500 HOURS (EDT), 

MAY 15, 1978 

MILITARY SITUATION: THE ZAIRIANS REPORT THAT THE SITUA- 
TION IS ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED IN THE KOLWEZI AREA. THERE 
IS NO CONFIRMATION OF FIGHTING OTHER THAN THAT IN THE VICIN- 
ITY OF KOLWEZI. THUS FAR THERE IS NO INDICATION OF THE 
INVADERS' OBJECTIVES: WHETHER THE HOPE IS TO SET UP AN 
INDEPENDENT KATANGA, OVERTHROW MOBUTU, DAMAGE THE SHABAN 
COPPER FACILITIES, OR OTHER. 

THE ZAIRIANS HAVE ORDERED THREE COMPANIES IN LUBUMBASHI AND 
AREAS SURROUNDING KOLWEZI TO REINFORCE THEIR UNITS IN 
THAT CITY. PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS IN LIKASI REPORT THAT 
THAT CITY IS CALM. 

ZAIRIAN AIR FORCE LOSSES AT KOLWEZI AIRPORT WERE SAID TO BE 
HEAVY. FIVE TO SEVEN MACCHIS, TWO TO FOUR CESSNA 310 OB- 
SERVATION AIRCRAFT, ONE BUFFALO TRANSPORT, ONE ALOUETTE 
HELICOPTER, AND ONE PUMA HELICOPTER. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 123864 


THE ZAIRIANS HAVE ASKED US TO EXPEDITE WHAT IS IN THE PIPE- 
LINE: AIRCRAFT SPARES AND COMMUNICATIONS GEAR. THEY WILL 
ALSO BE REQUESTING PETROLEUM, MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND COMMUNI- 
CATIONS EQUIPMENT. 

DOMESTIC SITUATION: KINSHASA, THE CAPITAL, REMAINS 
CALM WITH THE POPULATION APPARENTLY TAKING A WAIT-AND- 
SEE ATTITUDE. GEC AMINES REPORTS THAT KOLWEZI'S POPULA- 
TION IS UNDERSTANDABLY NERVOUS AND ALMOST AT THE STAGE 
OF PANIC. THE INVADERS WERE POLITE WHEN THEY FIRST ARRIV- 
ED BUT ARE NOW TURNING TO PILLAGING AND INDISCRIMINATE 
FIRING OF WEAPONS. 

DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY: THE GOZ INTENDS TO INFORM THE OAU 
AND UN SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SITUATION BY MAY 16 BUT 
WILL AWAIT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEFORE SEEKING ANY ACTION 
FROM THOSE ORGANIZATIONS. 

POL: SHABA'S PETROLEUM SITUATION IS CURRENTLY AT ITS 
WORST POINT IN A LONG TIME. THERE ARE FEW STOCKS OF 
POL OUTSIDE THOSE HELD BY GEC AMINES. 
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AMERICAN CITIZENS: THERE ARE NOW ABOUT 80 AMERICANS IN 
THE KOLWEZI AREA. CONSTRUCTION INGA-SHABA (CIS) PLANS TO 
EVACUATE THEIR 67 PEOPLE FROM THE CIS CAMP OUTSIDE OF 
KOLWEZI BY TRUCK TO MUSONOI (APPROXIMATELY 86 KILOMETERS 
NORTHWEST OF KOLWEZI). THE COMPANY WILL BRING PLANES IN 
FROM KANANGA TO EFFECT THE EVACUATION FROM MUSONOI. 
GENERAL BABIA HAS APPROVED THE EVACUATION BY ROAD BUT HAS 
ASKED THAT THE COMPANY DELAY THE AIR LIFT BY 24 HOURS. 

THERE ARE APPARENTLY 14 TO 15 AMERICANS STILL IN KOLWEZI 
(3 CIS EMPLOYEES, 8 MISSIONARIES, ONE TO TWO GEC AMINES 
EMPLOYEES, AND ONE TOURIST) IN THE HOSTILE-HELD OR CON- 
TESTED AREAS. THE INVADERS HAVE REPORTEDLY REQUESTED A 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 04 STATE 123864 

MEETING MAY 16 WITH CIS REPRESENTATIVES IN THE CAMP BUT 
THE COMPANY HOPES THAT BY THAT TIME THE EVACUATION WILL 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE. DOD IS UNDERTAKING CONTIGENCY 
EVACUATION PLANS SHOULD A MORE POSITIVE US RESPONSE BE 
NECESSARY. 

IN AREAS OUTSIDE OF KOLWEZI, AMERICAN CITIZENS LOCATED 
NEAREST TO THE AREA OF FIGHTING: A PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER 
AND ONE MISSIONARY COUPLE IN MULUNGWISHI AND TWO PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS AT LIKASI. THE ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE 
AGREED THAT THEY COULD BE EVACUATED TO LUBUMBASHI IF DONE 
SO DISCREETLY. THE TASK FORCE REMAINS IN CONTACT WITH THE 
METHODIST MISSIONARY BOARD AND CIS AND IS HANDLING CALLS 
FROM CONCERNED FRIENDS AND RELATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
VANCE 
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ORIGIN AF-03 
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DRAFTED BY:STF:LGSHURTLEFF 
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S/S-0:MARTIN 

-123638 170543Z/14 

O 170504Z MAY 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGUI IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LOME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSTATE 123864 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED MAY 16, 1978 
SENT KINSHASA, LUBUMBASHI, BRUSSELS, PARIS, ROME, 

LUSAKA, LISBON, SECDEF WASHDC, CINCPAC, USCINCEUR, INCLANT, 

CINCUSAFE, DIA, CINCMAC, JCS WASHDC, USUN NEW YORK, 

BRAZZAVILLE, HAVANA, RABAT, LIBREVILLE, NAIROBI, ACCRA, 

MOSCOW, JIDDA, LONDON, BUJUMBURA, KIGALI, MONROVIA, 

USICA WASHDC IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE 123864 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, AEMR 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SHABA AS OF 1500 HOURS (EDT), 

MAY 15, 1978 

MILITARY SITUATION: THE ZAIRIANS REPORT THAT THE SITUA- 
TION IS ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED IN THE KOLWEZI AREA. THERE 
IS NO CONFIRMATION OF FIGHTING OTHER THAN THAT IN THE VICIN- 
ITY OF KOLWEZI. THUS FAR THERE IS NO INDICATION OF THE 
INVADERS' OBJECTIVES: WHETHER THE HOPE IS TO SET UP AN 
INDEPENDENT KATANGA, OVERTHROW MOBUTU, DAMAGE THE SHABAN 
COPPER FACILITIES, OR OTHER. 

THE ZAIRIANS HAVE ORDERED THREE COMPANIES IN LUBUMBASHI AND 
AREAS SURROUNDING KOLWEZI TO REINFORCE THEIR UNITS IN 
THAT CITY. PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS IN LIKASI REPORT THAT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THAT CITY IS CALM. 

ZAIRIAN AIR FORCE LOSSES AT KOLWEZI AIRPORT WERE SAID TO BE 
HEAVY. FIVE TO SEVEN MACCHIS, TWO TO FOUR CESSNA 310 OB- 
SERVATION AIRCRAFT. ONE BUFFALO TRANSPORT. ONE ALOUETTE 
HELICOPTER, AND ONE PUMA HELICOPTER. 

THE ZAIRIANS HAVE ASKED US TO EXPEDITE WHAT IS IN THE PIPE- 
LINE: AIRCRAFT SPARES AND COMMUNICATIONS GEAR. THEY WILL 
ALSO BE REQUESTING PETROLEUM. MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND COMMUNI- 
CATIONS EQUIPMENT. 

DOMESTIC SITUATION: KINSHASA, THE CAPITAL, REMAINS 
CALM WITH THE POPULATION APPARENTLY TAKING A WAIT-AND- 
SEE ATTITUDE. GEC AMINES REPORTS THAT KOLWEZI'S POPULA- 
SECRET 
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TION IS UNDERSTANDABLY NERVOUS AND ALMOST AT THE STAGE 
OF PANIC. THE INVADERS WERE POLITE WHEN THEY FIRST ARRIV- 
ED BUT ARE NOW TURNING TO PILLAGING AND INDISCRIMINATE 
FIRING OF WEAPONS. 

DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY: THE GOZ INTENDS TO INFORM THE OAU 
AND UN SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SITUATION BY MAY 16 BUT 
WILL AWAIT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEFORE SEEKING ANY ACTION 
FROM THOSE ORGANIZATIONS. 

POL: SHABA'S PETROLEUM SITUATION IS CURRENTLY AT ITS 
WORST POINT IN A LONG TIME. THERE ARE FEW STOCKS OF 
POL OUTSIDE THOSE HELD BY GEC AMINES. 

AMERICAN CITIZENS: THERE ARE NOW ABOUT 80 AMERICANS IN 
THE KOLWEZI AREA. CONSTRUCTION INGA-SHABA (CIS) PLANS TO 
EVACUATE THEIR 67 PEOPLE FROM THE CIS CAMP OUTSIDE OF 
KOLWEZI BY TRUCK TO MUSONOI (APPROXIMATELY 86 KILOMETERS 
NORTHWEST OF KOLWEZI). THE COMPANY WILL BRING PLANES IN 
FROM KANANGA TO EFFECT THE EVACUATION FROM MUSONOI. 
GENERAL BABIA HAS APPROVED THE EVACUATION BY ROAD BUT HAS 
ASKED THAT THE COMPANY DELAY THE AIR LIFT BY 24 HOURS. 

THERE ARE APPARENTLY 14 TO 15 AMERICANS STILL IN KOLWEZI 
(3 CIS EMPLOYEES, 8 MISSIONARIES, ONE TO TWO GEC AMINES 
EMPLOYEES, AND ONE TOURIST) IN THE HOSTILE-HELD OR CON- 
TESTED AREAS. THE INVADERS HAVE REPORTEDLY REQUESTED A 
MEETING MAY 16 WITH CIS REPRESENTATIVES IN THE CAMP BUT 
THE COMPANY HOPES THAT BY THAT TIME THE EVACUATION WILL 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE. DOD IS UNDERTAKING CONTIGENCY 
EVACUATION PLANS SHOULD A MORE POSITIVE US RESPONSE BE 
NECESSARY. 
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IN AREAS OUTSIDE OF KOLWEZI, AMERICAN CITIZENS LOCATED 
NEAREST TO THE AREA OF FIGHTING: A PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER 
AND ONE MISSIONARY COUPLE IN MULUNGWISHI AND TWO PEACE 
SECRET 
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CORPS VOLUNTEERS AT LIKASI. THE ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE 
AGREED THAT THEY COULD BE EVACUATED TO LUBUMBASHI IF DONE 
SO DISCREETLY. THE TASK FORCE REMAINS IN CONTACT WITH THE 
METHODIST MISSIONARY BOARD AND CIS AND IS HANDLING CALLS 
FROM CONCERNED FRIENDS AND RELATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY: AF:KCBRILL 
APPROVED BY: AF:WEDMONDSON 

028312 190431Z/17 

P 190245Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 

SECRETSTATE 123864 

FOR DAS HARROP 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 123864 SENT ACTION BANGUI, DAKAR, 
ABIDJAN, NOUAKCHOTT, LOME, DAR ES SALAAM, KHARTOUM, CAIRO, 
NIAMEY, YAOUNDE, MAPUTO, ALGIERS, TRIPOLI 17 MAY 78 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 123864 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED MAY 16, 1978 
SENT KINSHASA, LUBUMBASHI, BRUSSELS, PARIS, ROME, 

LUSAKA, LISBON, SECDEF WASHDC, CINCPAC, USCINCEUR, INCLANT, 
CINCUSAFE, DIA, CINCMAC, JCS WASHDC, USUN NEW YORK, 
BRAZZAVILLE, HAVANA, RABAT, LIBREVILLE, NAIROBI, ACCRA, 
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MOSCOW, JIDDA, LONDON, BUJUMBURA, KIGALI, MONROVIA, 

USICA WASHDC IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE 123864 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PINS, AEMR 

SUBJECT: SITUATION IN SHABA AS OF 1500 HOURS (EDT), 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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MAY 15, 1978 

MILITARY SITUATION: THE ZAIRIANS REPORT THAT THE SITUA- 
TION IS ESSENTIALLY UNCHANGED IN THE KOLWEZI AREA. THERE 
IS NO CONFIRMATION OF FIGHTING OTHER THAN THAT IN THE VICIN- 
ITY OF KOLWEZI. THUS FAR THERE IS NO INDICATION OF THE 
INVADERS' OBJECTIVES: WHETHER THE HOPE IS TO SET UP AN 
INDEPENDENT KATANGA, OVERTHROW MOBUTU, DAMAGE THE SHABAN 
COPPER FACILITIES, OR OTHER. 

THE ZAIRIANS HAVE ORDERED THREE COMPANIES IN LUBUMBASHI AND 
AREAS SURROUNDING KOLWEZI TO REINFORCE THEIR UNITS IN 
THAT CITY. PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS IN LIKASI REPORT THAT 
THAT CITY IS CALM. 

ZAIRIAN AIR FORCE LOSSES AT KOLWEZI AIRPORT WERE SAID TO BE 
HEAVY. FIVE TO SEVEN MACCHIS, TWO TO FOUR CESSNA 310 OB- 
SERVATION AIRCRAFT, ONE BUFFALO TRANSPORT, ONE ALOUETTE 
HELICOPTER, AND ONE PUMA HELICOPTER. 

THE ZAIRIANS HAVE ASKED US TO EXPEDITE WHAT IS IN THE PIPE- 
LINE: AIRCRAFT SPARES AND COMMUNICATIONS GEAR. THEY WILL 
ALSO BE REQUESTING PETROLEUM, MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND COMMUNI- 
CATIONS EQUIPMENT. 

DOMESTIC SITUATION: KINSHASA, THE CAPITAL, REMAINS 
CALM WITH THE POPULATION APPARENTLY TAKING A WAIT-AND- 
SEE ATTITUDE. GEC AMINES REPORTS THAT KOLWEZI'S POPULA- 
TION IS UNDERSTANDABLY NERVOUS AND ALMOST AT THE STAGE 
OF PANIC. THE INVADERS WERE POLITE WHEN THEY FIRST ARRIV- 
ED BUT ARE NOW TURNING TO PILLAGING AND INDISCRIMINATE 
FIRING OF WEAPONS. 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY: THE GOZ INTENDS TO INFORM THE OAU 
AND UN SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SITUATION BY MAY 16 BUT 
WILL AWAIT FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS BEFORE SEEKING ANY ACTION 
FROM THOSE ORGANIZATIONS. 

POL: SHABA'S PETROLEUM SITUATION IS CURRENTLY AT ITS 
WORST POINT IN A LONG TIME. THERE ARE FEW STOCKS OF 
POL OUTSIDE THOSE HELD BY GEC AMINES. 

AMERICAN CITIZENS: THERE ARE NOW ABOUT 80 AMERICANS IN 
THE KOLWEZI AREA. CONSTRUCTION INGA-SHABA (CIS) PLANS TO 
EVACUATE THEIR 67 PEOPLE FROM THE CIS CAMP OUTSIDE OF 
KOLWEZI BY TRUCK TO MUSONOI (APPROXIMATELY 86 KILOMETERS 
NORTHWEST OF KOLWEZI). THE COMPANY WILL BRING PLANES IN 
FROM KANANGA TO EFFECT THE EVACUATION FROM MUSONOI. 
GENERAL BABIA HAS APPROVED THE EVACUATION BY ROAD BUT HAS 
ASKED THAT THE COMPANY DELAY THE AIR LIFT BY 24 HOURS. 

THERE ARE APPARENTLY 14 TO 15 AMERICANS STILL IN KOLWEZI 
(3 CIS EMPLOYEES, 8 MISSIONARIES, ONE TO TWO GEC AMINES 
EMPLOYEES, AND ONE TOURIST) IN THE HOSTILE-HELD OR CON- 
TESTED AREAS. THE INVADERS HAVE REPORTEDLY REQUESTED A 
MEETING MAY 16 WITH CIS REPRESENTATIVES IN THE CAMP BUT 
THE COMPANY HOPES THAT BY THAT TIME THE EVACUATION WILL 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN MADE. DOD IS UNDERTAKING CONTIGENCY 
EVACUATION PLANS SHOULD A MORE POSITIVE US RESPONSE BE 
NECESSARY. 

IN AREAS OUTSIDE OF KOLWEZI, AMERICAN CITIZENS LOCATED 
NEAREST TO THE AREA OF FIGHTING: A PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER 
AND ONE MISSIONARY COUPLE IN MULUNGWISHI AND TWO PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS AT LIKASI. THE ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES HAVE 
AGREED THAT THEY COULD BE EVACUATED TO LUBUMBASHI IF DONE 
SO DISCREETLY. THE TASK FORCE REMAINS IN CONTACT WITH THE 
METHODIST MISSIONARY BOARD AND CIS AND IS HANDLING CALLS 
FROM CONCERNED FRIENDS AND RELATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
SECRET 
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